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Meet the Teacher
I grew up in Liberty, MO and I graduated 
from William Jewell College with a degree 
in Elementary Education and Early 
Childhood certification. I am almost 
finished with my Masters Degree in Early 
Childhood and Family Development from 
Missouri State University. This will be my 4th 
year teaching Kindergarten in the Platte 
County School District, and my 12th year 
teaching overall.  My husband Hadley 
and I, and our two daughters Grace (16) 
and Kate (13)  reside in Liberty. I love 
teaching Kindergarten and look forward 
to a wonderful year ahead!
 



Take Home Folder (Purple STAR Folder)

⦿ Each child will have a S.T.A.R. Folder that comes home each night. 
⦿ S.T.A.R. Folders contain important information.

  Right side - papers to send right back to school (homework, important forms, etc).
⦿ Left side - papers to be left at home.

  Clear page protector - notes, transportation changes, lunch money, etc.

Please check and EMPTY your child’s folder nightly and send it back to school. 



Behavior Management and  Communication
In order to guarantee that all children in Kindergarten experience an excellent learning climate, redirection 
and consequences will be enforced for choices that are not safe or respectful. However, it’s no secret that 
everyone makes mistakes, and I want each child to know that it’s OKAY to make mistakes. Mistakes are 
something we can learn from. With that said the following plan will be used for behavior/discipline:
If your child…
› Receives two or more reminders/warnings to follow expectations, I will contact you to discuss the 

behavior he/she struggled with. 

› Continues behavior even after being given warnings, he/she will be asked to complete a think sheet at 
the safe place. This allows your child to reflect on the behavior and process with the teacher.  Think 
sheets will be sent home and should be signed and returned to school. 

*Extreme behaviors such as hitting, cursing, etc. will automatically be directed to the Principal. 

**In our class, we will prioritize kindness and community building, and I will always be looking for ways to 
build up and positively reinforce students. Focusing on these routines will hopefully help students to make 
positive choices consistently.

The “Safe Place” is a spot within the classroom that is away from the direct learning environment.  This spot 
allows the student time to self-regulate, reflect on his/her actions and make a plan for moving forward.

A “Think Sheet” is a form filled out by the student and staff member. Students can draw and/or write what 
they did wrong and what they should have done. This helps them take ownership and reflect on their 
actions. 



The Leader In Me (8 Habits)
The Leader In Me teaches 21st century leadership and life skills to students, and is 
based on the idea that every child can be a Leader. Throughout the school year we 
will study the following 8 Habits. For more information regarding The Leader In Me 
please visit www.theleaderinme.org

Habit 1 – Be Proactive 
Habit 2 – Begin with the end in mind
Habit 3 – Put First things First
Habit 4 – Think win win
Habit 5 – Seek first to understand, then to be understood
Habit 6 – Synergize
Habit 7 – Sharpen the Saw
Habit 8 - Find Your Voice

http://www.theleaderinme.org/


Reading Curriculum Basics

⦿ Reader’s Workshop – 
✔ Reading together at home is VERY important! 10 minutes every night can greatly 

impact your child’s reading ability.  “Children are made readers on the laps of 
their parents.”  I love reading, and hope to pass on that love to my students.

A few things we will focus on this year…
✔ Concepts of print (direction we read, pointing to each word, etc.) 
✔ Comprehension and Reading strategies (to help us remember what 

happened in a story and help us sound out words we don’t know)
✔ Fiction and Nonfiction
✔ Phonemic Awareness (hearing and manipulating sounds)
✔ Decoding 
✔ Sight Words



Math Curriculum Basics

⦿ Our Math Resource is called Envisions. Students will learn everything from numbers 
and counting, to addition and subtraction, and shapes.

⦿ Envisions engages students into a deeper level of thinking, and allows students to 
explain their answers more in-depth. 

⦿ After each whole group lesson, students may do work in math workbooks or play a 
game to reinforce the focus skill.  In addition, they will benefit from engagement, 
enrichment, review and small group work during our Math Centers.  There are 13 
Topics total in our math curriculum.  I love to find ways to make math relevant to 
students’ lives, and I take every opportunity I can to incorporate math with food into 
the classroom!  Whether it be graphing after an apple taste test,  sorting and tallying 
Skittles, or Cheez It Ten Frames...we have fun with math!



Science and Social Studies Basics

⦿ Your child will learn about the following concepts in Kindergarten:
⦿ Science - 

› Weather 
› Energy
› Force and Motion
› Animals and Living Things

⦿ Social Students -
› Economics
› Maps 
› Citizenship
› Family Traditions



Grading and Assessment

⦿ The following scale will be used for report cards. Report cards will be emailed home 
at the end of each quarter.

● 4 – The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the learning goal.
● 3 – The student exhibits no major errors or gaps in the simpler details and 

processes.
● 2 – With help, the student understands some of the content.
● 1 – Even with help, the student has little understanding of the content. 

* Use the following analogy when interpreting your child’s report card scores:
1= I have a bike. (Unable to ride and needs quite a bit of assistance)
2= I can ride my bike with training wheels. (Needs assistance)
3= I can ride my bike down the street. (Can ride but may still fall occasionally)
4= I can ride trails and race on my bike. (Can ride without falling off.)



Parent Involvement

Volunteering within schools will unfortunately look much different this 
year due to Covid. At the start of the school year, we will not be able to 
have parents come to volunteer inside the school. Hopefully this will 
change later in the year.

● Occasionally I may have projects I can send with your child to be worked on at 
home.  

● At this time we will not be able to have grade level Fall, Winter, and Valentine 
parties in the gym, but I still hope to celebrate within our own classroom. For those 
parties, I will likely be looking for assistance in providing snacks and drinks for 
students, and that is another way you can potentially help this year. 



Daily and/or Weekly 
Expectations/Routines

⦿ Please make sure your child comes to school prepared everyday. Your child should 
always bring his/her backpack, STAR Folder, library books and any homework.

⦿ Please make sure your child eats breakfast at home or at school every morning so 
he/she is ready to tackle the day! 

⦿ Please make sure your child brings a full water bottle (with secure lid) to school 
each day. Water fountains will not be in use this year, but we will have water bottle 
filling stations.



Leadership Notebook Basics

⦿ Leadership Notebooks are a great way to help you see how your child is doing in 
school in terms of academics, celebrations, and leadership roles. 

⦿ At times throughout the year, your child’s notebook will be sent home for you to 
review together. 

⦿ Inside your child’s notebook you will find tabs and content related to Leader in Me, 
These tabs include Myself, My WIGS (Wildly Important Goals), My Learning, My 
Leadership, and My Celebrations.



Snack

⦿ We will have a short allotted time for snack every afternoon. Your child may bring 
one small peanut free item. Please note – snack time is not a time to finish lunch. 



Birthdays

⦿ Unfortunately this year, students bringing in birthday treats is another 
thing Covid has taken away from us. Per district policy, students will not 
be able to bring in treats for birthday celebrations. However, I will 
definitely still celebrate each child on their special day..



Important things to note
⦿ Toys - Please do not allow your child to bring toys to school unless it is Show and 

Share or a theme day. Show and Share will occur every Friday (beginning 
September 10th , and a note or email will be sent to inform you of any upcoming 
theme days. Show and Share items must be small enough to fit in your child’s 
backpack.

⦿ Transportation Changes - If your child has an after school transportation change, 
please call the office.  I may not see an email in time, so a call to the office ensures 
your child getting home as they should for that day.

⦿ Homework - If your child has homework it should be completed and returned to 
school. However, you will not see a lot of homework in Kindergarten.  Students work 
hard during our full day, and I believe students should use the time after school to 
play, spend time with family and friends, and pursue their passions.  The most 
important thing you can do with your child each night is read a book together. 



Stay Connected

⦿ Communication Plan
› Newsletters – A class newsletter (Smore) will be emailed home each week. 

Please read carefully as newsletters will contain IMPORTANT information. 
› Teacher Email – fisherb@platteco.k12.mo.us
› Stay connected in other ways via Class Dojo, the Compass Facebook page, the 

Compass Kindergarten Facebook page, and Google Classroom.

Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions and/or concerns throughout the 
school year. Email is the best way to reach me, but phone calls are fine as well.  I 
am looking forward to a FABULOUS year! “What happens in KIndergarten lasts a 
lifetime!” ☺

Mrs. Fisher



Tour of Room 113!

This video will show you a little more about the special 
places in our classroom.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VifcLi-7HXM

